
Chainsaw Safety

Always refer to the owner’s manual for the type of chainsaws you will be
using prior to any operation.

During Use

 Shut of the saw engine or engage
its chain break when carrying the
saw on rough or uneven terrain.

 Keep your hands on the saw’s
handles, and maintain secure
footing while operating the saw.

 Be careful that the tree trunk or
tree limbs will not bind against the
saw.

 Watch for branches under tension,
they may spring out when cut.

 Be extremely cautious of saw kick-
back.  To avoid kick-back, do not
saw with the tip (see photo).  If
equipped, keep tip guard in place.

Always Inspect and Wear
Proper PPE

 Wear a hard hat with a face shield.
 Wear eye protection such as

goggles to protect your eyes from
flying dust or debris in the air.

 Wear proper hearing protection.
 Wear strong gloves to protect from

flying debris.
 It is recommended to wear a highly

visible, ventilated protective jacket.
 Trousers or chaps with saw

protection help stop the chain
quickly.

 Boots with a protective toe cap,
saw protection and a heavy tread.

 Avoid wearing loose fitting
clothing.

OSHA Requirements

OSHA mandates that the chain
saw have the parts listed below in

proper working order. [29 CFR
1910.266(e)(1) and (e)(2)]

1. Chain catcher
2. Flywheel
3. Clutch
4. Decompression valve.
5. Anti-vibration handle system
6. Hand Guard
7. Same as 5
8. Muffler
9. Chain brake
10. Throttle
11. Throttle interlock

Take your time to get acquainted
with the chainsaw.

Preplan Your Work

 Ensure you have a first aid kit
accessible.

 Carry a mobile phone and/or
whistle to signal for help should it
be needed.

 Work in a team if possible.
 Check controls, chain tension, and

all bolts and handles to ensure
they are functioning properly and
that they are adjusted according to
the manufacturer’s instructions.

 Make sure that the chain is always
sharp and the lubrication reservoir
is full.

 Start the chainsaw on the ground
or another firm support.  Drop
starting is never allowed.

 Start the saw at least 10 feet from
the fueling area, with the chain’s
break engaged.

 Stay aware of surroundings and
don’t allow others into danger zone

 Keep an eye out for hidden
“critters” in thick brush

 Clear away dirt, debris, small tree
limbs and rocks from the saw’s
chain path.

 Look for nails, spikes, or other
metal in the tree before cutting.Additional Information:
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