
Winter Driving

Nearly all of us will experience some type of severe weather during our lives.
Increased travel during the holidays can increase the chance of us getting exposed
to severe winter weather. Travelers can take steps to increase safety while
driving in winter weather.

Suggestions for Vehicle Winter
Storm Kits

 Blankets
 Flashlight
 Cell phone with charger
 Extra Batteries
 Shovel
 First-aid kit
 Non-perishable food
 Extra warm clothes
 Water-filled container
 Mutlitool
 Extra medications
 Carry a scraper for ice and snow

removal

Vehicle Checklists

You should have a mechanic check the
following before setting out:

 Battery
 Antifreeze
 Wipers
 Windshield washer fluid
 Ignition system
 Thermostat
 Lights
 Flashing hazard lights
 Exhaust system
 Heater
 Brakes
 Defroster
 Tire pressure and tread
 Make sure proper tires for road

conditions (chains if necessary)
 Oil level

Preplanning

 Plan ahead and allow plenty of time for
travel and rest stops

 Leave an itinerary with a trusted
individual

 Get plenty of rest before traveling
 Check weather conditions and alerts
 Set destinations in GPS ahead of time

and keep a physical map of destination
as back-up

 Consider any medications you may be
taking that can cause drowsiness

During Travel

 Remove snow from windows, lights,
brake lights, roof and signals

 Wear a seatbelt and properly restrain
children in the back seat of vehicle

 Don’t drive distracted (avoid texting
and talking on phone)

 Don’t speed
 Stay 3 to 4 seconds behind vehicles in

front of you (Expanded as conditions
become more critical)

 Brake early, slowly, and correctly;
don’t slam breaks

 Be mindful of places that can have
black ice (intersections, off-ramps,
bridges or shady areas)

This publication was produced with information
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